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RELIGIONS AND
CONFESSIONS IN THE
CURRENT MIDDLE
EASTERN AND EUROPEAN

GEOPOLITICAL CONFLICTS



Yuri Stoyanov

University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies
London, UK

CURRENT MIDDLE EASTERN CONFLICTS IN
MIRROR OF RADICAL MODEN APOCALYPTICISM

The evolving re-religiofication of political conflicts with the modern
state and inter-state relations in the post-Cold War era has been also
accompanied by intensification of politicized prophetic and apocalyptic
currents in modern religions, especially in Judaism, Christianity and
Islam. Combined with the growing counter-secularizing forces and
discourses, these politico-apocalyptic trends and movements have
started exercisingimpact in the mainstream political sphere, as well as
on conflict-generating politics. Politico-apocalyptic narratives, notions
and scenarios focused on the Middle East (and especially on Israel,
Palestine and Jerusalem) have predictably enjoyed much popularity
and currency during the outbreak and escalation of Middle Eastern
conflicts. The social and socio-political manifestations of these apoca-
lyptic and utopian agendas have contributed to and underpinned many
of the current antagonistic and mutually exclusivist religio-political par-
adigms defining the new stages of strife and hostilities in the region.

Key words: Middle East, conflict, apocalypse



Marko Jovanovi¢
Institute of Social Sciences
Belgrade, Serbia

THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION AND FOREIGN
POLICY ATTITUDES OF ARAB PEOPLE

The struggle for sovereignty and statehood for the Palestinian people
has long been a central issue in the Middle East. Many Arab states
are deeply invested in the Palestinian cause, navigating a complex
landscape of political interests, historical solidarity, and strategic alli-
ances. The Palestinian question has been continuing to shape foreign
policy views within the Arab world for decades. This paper explores the
significant impact of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on foreign policy
attitudes in Arab public opinion, using data from regional surveys. By
analyzing this data with regard to the historical context and recent de-
velopments, the paper elucidates how the unresolved conflict contin-
ues to resonate deeply among Arab people, shaping their perceptions
of international relations.

Key words: Palestinian Question, Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Arab Pub-
lic Opinion, Foreign Policy Attitudes



Amra Halilovié

“Al Mustafa” International University

Qom, I.R. Iran

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGION AND
MODERNISM ON THE EXAMPLE OF IRAN AFTER
THE CONSTITUTIONAL REVOLUTION

Religion in the modern world can be subjected to different research
models. The period after the Persian Constitutional Revolution (1905-
1911) in Iran marked numerous reforms precisely in the field of the
relationship between religion and modernism. Some traditional mod-
els of understanding religion were brought into question under the
influence of the European Enlightenment. The political system was
changed a lot, the totalitarian regime of the Qajar sultanate was weak-
ening under great pressure of the public, which aspired to establish
a parliamentary system that gave more and more responsibility to
the deputies. At the same time, the Iranian public was slowly getting
acquainted with the modern currents of thought, literature and phi-
losophy in the West. Also, in those years, the world was facing the
consequences of the First World War. It was expected that in such cir-
cumstances, the foundations of the collective consciousness of Iranian
society, which until then had been considered a distinctly traditional
and religious society, would be significantly changed. We can see sim-
ilar elements even today in some European countries, especially in the
Balkans. Therefore, in this paper we will try to examine the cognitive
platform on which social and thought reforms in Iran were based im-
mediately after the Constitutional Revolution at the beginning of the
20t century.

Key words: Religion, Modernity, Islam, Iran, Persian Constitutional
Revolution, Qajar Dynasty



Olga Smolina

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Balkan Studies

Sofia, Bulgaria

V. Dahl East Ukrainian National University

Kyiv, Ukraine

CHURCH IN THE SITUATION OF RUSSIA'S WAR
AGAINST UKRAINE

As far as the Ukrainian Church is concerned, we can speak about its
many years of struggle to get out from under the influence of the
Russian Orthodox Church and to create a single local Orthodox Church.

The idea of a united Ukrainian local Orthodox Church has been per-
ceived in Ukrainian society as a necessary condition for the unity of the
people, and building a strong state. However, at present the churchin
Ukraine is immersed in a situation of confrontation:

Church and secular world pictures: on the one hand there is the
concept of 'Holy Russia’ in the understanding of Partiarch Cyril as
the unity, including state unity, of Ukraine, Russia and Belarus. On
the other hand there is the struggle of Ukraine for national and
state independence.

Historical interpretations: Russian view of history: Russia as the
heir to the Kievan Rus’, and Ukraine as a marginal territory in which
the “purity” of Russian culture has been ‘corrupted’ by the Polish
and generally Western influence. Ukrainian view of history: Ukraine
is the only direct heir of Kievan Rus’, and Russia is a multinational
state, mostly consisting of non-Slavic nationalities and having very
little in common with the culture of ancient Rus'.

Spheres of values: In the axiosphere of the Orthodox Church,
national independence is not a value, unlike the perceptions of a
secular democratic society.

Church chronologies: The Ukrainian Orthodox Church (Moscow
Patriarchate) remains committed to the Julian calendar, while the
newly established Orthodox Church of Ukraine has reported a
switch to the New Julian calendar.

Key words: the Ukrainian Church, Russia’s war against Ukraine, histor-
ical interpretations, spheres of values, church chronologies



Dimitrije Teodosic¢*
University of Belgrade, Faculty of Geography
Belgrade, Serbia

A DEEP SPLIT IN EASTERN ORTHODOXY AS
A RESULT OF THE CONFLICT IN UKRAINE:
GEOPOLITICAL PERSPECTIVE

The paper will analyze the crisis which Orthodoxy has been dragged
into due to the conflict in Ukraine. The paper will deal with the depth
of the crisis of the Orthodox world and how Orthodoxy is used for
geopolitical purposes. The first problem that arises in the relationship
between Orthodoxy and war is the principle of “protecting the weak
and powerless”and the relationship of that principle to warfare, where
on the one hand we have a defensive war, while on the other we have
taking a human life. Another problem arises in the concrete example
of the conflict in Ukraine, because both warring parties refer to the
aforementioned principle. The third and the biggest problem is that
the two most populous Eastern Orthodox countries are in conflict and
their people are bearing the biggest sacrifice in achieving their geopo-
litical goals. These indicated problems result in polarization, fragmen-
tation and deepening of the crisis within the Orthodox Church, which
threatens to endanger the essence and purpose of Orthodoxy. This
paper seeks to provide an analytical overview of the aforementioned
problems and present potential answers and/or solutions to end the
crisis in which the Orthodox civilization finds itself.

Key words: Orthodox Church, conflict in Ukraine, war, geopolitical
goals, crisis in Orthodoxy

* PhD student at the Faculty of Geography in Belgrade.



BukTtopua H. PanyxuHa

bBenropaknin rocynapcTBeHHbIN TEXHOIOMMYeCKNI YHUBE3UTET
vm. B.T. LLlyxoB.a,
NHCTUTYT cepbCKoro s3bIKa M KOMMYHWUKALWIA

benropop, Poccnckas @epepauns

MOArOTOBKA CNYXWUTENEN

U PEJIMTMO3HOIO NMEPCOHANA
PYCCKOW NMPABOCJIABHOW LIEPKBM
018 MUCCUMOHEPCKOW OEATE/IBHOCTU
B YC1IOBUAX MOXXOYHAPOOHbIX
KOH®JINKTOB

B cOBpeMEeHHbIX MYPOBbIX MOJINTUYECKMX MPOLIECCaX BCe Boslee akTMB-
HYIO POJIb NPT PENNTNO3HbIE OpraHn3aumn. OHW CTAHOBATCA B/IU-
ATENbHbIMM YYACTHMKAMWN MEXAYHAPOAHbIX OTHOLLEHWI B rnobann-
3MPYIOLLIEMCA MMPE, OCTABAACh, MOPOW B TEHMK, «33 KaAPOM» COObITUIN,
Pa3BOPAYMBIIOLLMXCA B MEXCTPAHOBBIX MM BHYTPUIOCYA3PCTBEHHbIX
CBA39xX 1 npotnusopeynax [Lepnutckas, 2003]. MuccroHepckas aes-
TeNIbHOCTb Kak OAHO 13 HaNpPaBIeHN MUCCN Pycckon MNpaBoCciaBHON
Liepksu (PML) nmeeT BHeLWHO, BHYTPEHHIOK 1 anooreTnyeckyto
HaMpPaB/eHHOCTb. B paMKax BHeLHero HanpasieHns ocoboe mMecto
33aHMMAeT 3apybexkHan MUCCKA, TO eCTb MUCCMS 3a NPeaeiaMn KaHo-
HWYeckom TeppuTopurm PIILL. MexayHapoaHble KOHGIMKTbI KaK 3CKa-
Nauma NpoTUBOPEUMI MHTEPeCoB ONpeAesoT YyC/10BMA peann3aumm
BHELLIHEeN, B YaCTHOCTH, 3apybexkHon mnccin PrILL, Ho Takke 1 Apyrmx
ee HanpaseHu. Mpy 3TOM BaXkKHbIM GAKTOPOM MeXAYHapOAHOWM
neatenbHocT PrILL aB1seTCsa ee COTPYAHMYECTBO C rOCYAapCTBOM.
O6pa3oBaTe/ibHaA A4eATE/IbHOCTb ABASETCA OAHOWN 13 TOYEK COMPUKOC-
HOBEHWS PEINIMO3HbIX OPraHM3aLMI 1 rocyaapcTBa. KpanHe BaXXHO
obecneynTb aKTyasbHbIN 1 aAEeKBATHbIN NOAXOM B 0OPa30BaHNN MO-
NoAeXu 1, B Y3CTHOCTH, MPM NOATOTOBKE CAYXUTENEN U PESIUTNO3HO-
ro NepcoHasna, C NepcrnekTMBOM y4acTsa B MUCCMOHEpPCKon paboTe.
MpaBocaaBHan AyXOBHAas ceMnHapus B benropose aBnseTca eanH-
CTBEHHbIM MNOAOOHBLIM yUYpexAeHNeM C MUCCUOHEPCKOM HanpaBeH-
HOCTbtO. VIHTEPBbIO CO CTYAEHTaMM U MPenoaaBaTeamMm CeMUHapum
MO3BONSAOT COBPATb M MPO3HANN3NPOBATL MAaTEPMAN MO HALLEN TEMe
1 060CHOBATb LieNecoobpa3HOCTb YKPEMJIEHNA OCHOB MOATOTOBKM
0151 MUCCMOHEPCKOM AeATeIbHOCTM B YCI0BMSAX MOBCEMECTHOrO po-
CTa HaNpsXXeHHOCTW. ONbIT MMpOTBOPYeCKkMX ycnnni PrL, no3sonsaet



nepecMoTpeTb BO3MOXHOCTK pesinrnin B CO3NAaHNN MPa 1 ypery-
JINPOBAHNN MeXAYHAPOAHbIX, B TOM Y/C/1e BOEHHbIX, KOHd)}'II/IKTOB.

KnroueBble c/10Ba: M1NCCMOHEPCKAnA AeATeIbHOCTb, 3apybexHaa Munc-
s, Pycckas MpaBocnaBHas LiepkoBb, MeX4yHapoaHble KOHPINKTbI,
Benropoackas NpaBoC/aBHasA [yXOBHas ceMnHapns (C MUCCMOHep-
CKOW HAaMNPaB/IEHHOCTbLIO).



Mirjana Dokmanovié, Marijana Maksimovié
Institute of Social Sciences
Belgrade, Serbia

DOES RELIGION MATTER IN GEOPOLITICS?
A FUSED PERSPECTIVE TO CONTEMPORARY
CONFLICTS*

To contribute studies of the nature and tendencies of contemporary
violent conflicts, the authors turn attention to the linkages between
religion and critical geopolitics. Classical geopolitical thought is based
on rational, materialistic and state-centred thinking and explains inter-
national relations in terms of territorial aspirations and geographical
positions of states, considering them as secular actors. Classical and
neoclassical geopolitics neglect culture, religion, and values as factors
ininternational relations, although geopolitical studies show that ter-
ritorial aspirations of states include tendencies to influence culture,
religion and ideology of population in targeted countries.

On the other hand, critical geopolitics pays attention to the linkage
between religion and geopolitics, particularly in efforts to understand
and explain contemporary violent conflicts. The first part of the article
presents new terms that have emerged in the theory, such as ‘religious
geopolitics’, ‘geopolitics of religion’ and ‘religeopolitics’. An overview
of the literature in this field indicates rising interests of authors to con-
tribute to this approach. Some methodological and analytical challeng-
es are also set out. The third part of the article provides examples of
‘religious geopolitics’ approaches to contemporary conflicts and on the
territory of the former Yugoslavia. The authors conclude that religion
is to be considered in the daily landscape of international relations in
order to shed more light on international conflicts.

Key words: geopolitics of religion, critical geopolitics, international
relations, religion, international conflicts

* The paper was written as part of the Research Program of the Institute of Social Sciences for 2024,
which is supported by the Ministry of Science, Technological Development and Innovation of the
Republic of Serbia.



Cepren Tpodpumos
DaKkyNbTeT XKYPHAMCTUKN
MIY nmenn M. B. JTomoHOCOBa

MockBa, Poccuiickas ®enepauma

HEOMPEAEJIEHHOCTb POJIN PEJIUTUN
B MOXAOYHAPOOHbIX KOHDJINKTAX

HecMoTpsA Ha 3HAYUTEbHYIO CeKYNAPN3ALIMIO MOSUTUYECKNX N COLN-
a/IbHbIX OTHOLLEHWI, CYLEeCTBEHHbIM 0OPa30M M3MEHMBLLEN Xapak-
Tep pesIrMo3HbIX OTHOLLEHMA BO BCEM MUPE, a TaKXKe PEeNTMO3HbIN
CyObEKTMBMN3M N MHOMBWAYAIN3M, UAPALLNA B COBPEMEHHOM 3anaj-
HoeBpomnenckoM obLLEecTBe, MPOLECChl AeCEKYNAPN3aLNN Ha pybexe
XX = XXI BeKOB CONPOBOXA3OTCA POCTOM YPOBHA PEJINTMO3HOCTH
1N HapacTaHMeMm KOHMIMKTHOro NoTeHumMana B 3ton chepe. Pennrna
0OKa3blBaETCA B COBPEMEHHOM MMPE B PABHOW CTEMEHN MHTErPUpY-
IOLNM, TakK 1 Ae3NHTErpupyoLWLMM GakTopoM. BmecTe ¢ TeM, cama
PEeNNrns He BbICTYMNaeT B UCTOPMYECKMX MPOLIECCaX HN @ AMHCTBEHHbIM,
HK, Tem Bosiee, OCHOBHbIM GAKTOPOM Pa3fesIeHNs Ha CONepHNYalo-
Lme coobLHOCTM, MOPOXAas KOHGMKTOreHHble cMTyaunn. Heobxo-
OMMO YUYMTbIBATb C/TOXKHYHO CUCTEMY HALMOHA/bHbIX, MCTOPUYECKMX,
reonoNTUYECKMX, SKOHOMNYECKMX, MOSTUTUYECKMX, COLMAJTbHBIX OCO-
BeHHOoCTeN 0BLHOCTEN, 3aLLUMLLAIOLLNX B KOHDIMKTE CBOW MHTEPECHI.
XOTA COLMANBbHO-KY/IbTYPHbIE M3MEHEHWS, MPOUCXOAsLLMe Mo BINS-
HMeM rnobaibHbIX TEHAEHUNN, NPMBOAAT K TpaHChOpMaLMAM Nons
pennrnn, Ho OAHOBPEMEHHO, «3acTapesible» Npobaembl, Hecylme B
cebe npobieMbl «MCTOPUYECKON NAMATWY, TEOMNOSINTUYECKNX, TEPPU-
TOPMaNbHbIX N COLMO-KYSIbTYPHbIX MPOTUBOCTOAHNIN N MCTOPUYECKINX
3KCMAHCUI, Nerko BOCMIAMEHAIOTCA, OKPAaLLVBAEMblE PeIUTMO3HbIM
NOATEKCTOM.

Takana c/IoXkKHasa cMTyauns TpebyeT TLWATeIbHOTo COLMOIOTMYEeCKOro 1
penMrnoBea4Yeckoro aHaan3a Ans NoHMMAaHNSA NaTTepHOB KOHMIMK-
TOB C BJIMAHNEM PENNTNN.

KnroueBble cs10Ba: peinrvis, CEKYNAPM3aLmsa, MCTOPUYECKAs NaMATb,
Pennrno3sHble KOHCI)}'II/IKTbI, HeonpegesieHHOCTb.



Nemanja Vukcevié

Belgorod State National Research University

Belgorod, Russian Federation

THE FORGE OF FAITH: REVEALING THE DUALITY
OF RELIGION IN GLOBAL CONFLICT

The intersection of religion and international conflicts persists as a
perennially relevant subject within scholarly discourse, gaining height-
ened significance in the modern era. A general agreement has been
reached regarding the dual nature of religion, drawing on various fields
of study such as sociology, political science, history, and religious stud-
ies. This consensus acknowledges that while religion can indeed act as
a catalyst for international conflict or exacerbate pre-existing tensions,
it simultaneously harbors the potential for fostering reconciliation and
peacebuilding efforts. By scrutinizing the genesis of this dichotomy
and meticulously examining the intricate interplay between divergent
perspectives, this article seeks to unravel the complexities inherent
in delineating the demarcation between religion and politics. Upon
conducting this investigation, it becomes apparent that the contra-
dictory nature of the responses provided is not only unavoidable, but
alsointellectually legitimate within the scope of scholarly examination.

Key words: religion, conflict, construct, interpretation, salvation



Neven Cveticanin
Institute of Social Sciences
Belgrade, Serbia

RELIGION BETWEEN WAR AND PEACE
—THE CONCEPT OF POLITICAL VERSUS
METAPHYSICAL THEOLOGY

The paper distinguishes two concepts of the application of religion in
social life — political and metaphysical theology, which are different
with regards to their causes and consequences. Political theology is a
concept that belongs to the political field and in it, religion is a function
of political groupings according to the friend-enemy principle, while
this concept encourages social and political divisions and conflicts.
Against this concept stands the concept of metaphysical theology,
which is normative and ethical, not political, because it reckons with
the unity of humanity, and this concept is the source of tolerance and
consensus between different religious traditions, and has a beneficial
effect on social life, especially in multi-confessional and multi-ethnic
societies, even though its range is limited by real political power re-
lations. The first concept is political, realistic, “Old Testament” and
belongs more to the earth, while the second concept is ethical, nor-
mative, “New Testament” and belongs more to the “heavens”, and
depending on which conceptis dominant in the perception of religion,
religion can be a factor of peace or war, conflict or reconciliation.

Key words: religion, political theology, metaphysical theology, war,
peace



Jane Trpkovski

Center for Sociological Research and Development PRIZMA
Skopje, North Macedonia

APPLICATION OF THE METHODOLOGY OF
SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN THE ANALYSES
OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FACTOR
OF RELIGION AND THE PHENOMENON AND
PROCESS OF GLOBAL CONFLICTS

The paper will emphasize the importance of the precise application
of models and methodological procedures in the academic research
and analysis of the influence of religion as a factor and the additional
parameters — demographic movements, global challenges, political
science, mass media, and public opinion on the formation and course
of current and potential situations and global processes followed by
the phenomenon of conflict.

The first part of the paper will clarify the similarities and differences
from the etiological and phenomenological discourse of the constitu-
tive sociological terms. The supporting part contains an elaboration
of the quantitative and qualitative aspects of the analytical and logical
component in the preparation of professional texts from sociology
of globalization: power, conflicts, media, population, diplomacy and
peace, global risks, and inequalities. The possibilities for the application
of methods, techniques, and software packagesin collecting, process-
ing, and analyzing data and information in sociological research and
analysis have been specifically considered. The summary resembles a
sociological discussion of the role of religion as an institution and as
an ideological instrument in the modern world being a risky, unequal,
and uncertain place to live.

Key words: methodology, quantitative analyses, qualitative research,
global phenomena, religious conflicts






ORTHODOX,
CHRISTIANITY AND
MODERN SOCIAL
CONFLICTS



Zlatiborka Popov Momcinovi¢
University of East Sarajevo, Faculty of Philosophy

East Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

PRAVOSLAVLJE AND CONTEMPORARY
CONFLICTS

THE POSITION OF THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH ON WAR AND PEACE

The article aims to analyze the position of the Serbian Orthodox
Church (SOC) regarding contemporary conflicts. Given the critical role
of the SOC in the public sphere in Serbian-dominated areas, which
is addressed in the theoretical section of the article, the position of
the religious officials towards these conflicts is of significant inter-
est to understanding how the attitudes and relations regarding the
conflicts are framed and circulating in the public sphere. The author
has conducted a qualitative thematic analysis based on open and in
vivo coding of more than 100 recent articles, statements, and press
releases, all of which are available in the online issue of Pravoslavije, the
official journal of the SOC. The analysis shows the prevalent general
understanding of war and conflict as a result of human fallen nature
and alienation from God, as well as SOC's condemnation of violence
of any kind. Such an approach leads to neglecting the (potential) re-
ligious causes/dimensions of the conflicts, avoiding clear side-taking
when it comes to contemporary wars, such as the war between Russia
and Ukraine, while completely ignoring some of them. The primary
attention in Pravoslavlijeis still on the wars in former Yugoslavia, and
the essential themes regarding the Yugoslav wars are the significance
of re-establishing good neighborly relations, safeguarding the cul-
tural and religious heritage of the Serbian people, and remembering
(Serbian) war victims. The SOC's position is also to foster the unity of
the Serbian people and advocate for excellent and brotherly relations
between Orthodox Christians. Messages of peace centered around
good neighborly relations with religious others, and the brotherly ties
with Orthodox Christians are the bedrock of the SOC's position in the
analyzed data.

Key words: religion and conflicts, Serbian Orthodox Church, Pravo-
slavlje, war, peace



Dragana Radisavljevi¢ Ciparizovi¢
University of Belgrade, Faculty of Philosophy
Belgrade, Serbia

CONFLICT OVER SACRED PLACES:
THE CASES OF HAGIA SOPHIA AND SERBIAN
MONASTERIES IN KOSOVO AND METOHIJA

In the introductory part of the paper, we discuss some of the key as-
pects that stand out in the sociological and political studies of religion
at the beginning of the 21t century. These are: globalization, identity
antagonisms and violence in the name of religion. Then we deal with
holy places that have always offered the possibility of meeting be-
tween people and religions, but were also scenes of (potential) great
conflicts (the case of Hagia Sophia). In the second part of the paper, we
write about the exceptional cultural heritage of Serbia, which has been
confirmed by the UNESCO list of world heritage to which the monas-
teries of Decani, Gracanica, Bogorodica Ljeviska and Pe¢ Patriarchate
belong. Nowadays, the spiritual, historical and cultural heritage of the
Serbian people in Kosovo and Metohija is at risk of being abducted.
One of the conclusions of the paper is that political circumstances
and their important upheavals lie in the background of interreligious
conflicts and determine their outcome.

Key words: religion, globalization, holy places, monasteries of SOC,
religious conflict



Zlatko Mati¢, Nebojsa Stevanovic*

University of Belgrade, Faculty of Orthodox Theology
Belgrade, Serbia

MONOTHEISM VS. MONISIM: QUESTION OF
WAR AS A FUNDAMENTAL CHALLENGE TO THE
CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING OF GOD IN THE
215T CENTURY

The aim of this paper is to examine the relationship between monothe-
ism and war, particularly in the context of current conflicts. Is mono-
theism responsible forintolerance towards others and for the conflicts
with them because they threaten my mono-paradigm? Therefore, after
introductory considerations, the analytical part of the paper begins by
highlighting the clear difference between monotheism and monism,
while focusing on the basic elements of the Christian Trinitarian mon-
otheism. Based on this, the authors direct the research towards the
analysis of war as an essential consequence of an individualistic view
of man and God. The culminating chapter of the analysis is dedicated
to the comparative examination of the contemporary encounter of
Christian (koinonia-based) and individualistic (militaristic) views of man
as a person. The mentioned elements of the research aim to answer
the crucial question: is the Christian understanding of One God as the
Holy Trinity and man as hisicon (image) compatible (because itinvolves
One God) with the question of war, or does it completely reject such
a question (because God is Trinity)?

Key words: monotheism, monism, person, war, God, Holy Trinity, koi-
nonia, individualism, Christianity

*  PhD candidate.



THE BALKAN CASE:
DEVELOPMENT
UNDERSTANDING,
DIALOGUE AND
RELIGIOUS
RECONCILIATION



Zorica Kuburié

University in Novi Sad
Novi Sad, Serbia

RELIGION AND NON-VIOLENT CONFLICT
RESOLUTION

At the foundation of all religious teachings are the theoretical con-
cepts of conflict resolution and the path to peace and reconciliation.
In this paper, I try to highlight the religious teachings and practices that
contribute to the non-violent resolution of conflicts. The concrete ex-
amples that I will pay attention to are related to the Istrian period be-
tween the two world wars and the conflict between “God worshipers
and God fighters”. The most effective ways of overcoming conflicts
are those that are applicable in practice and that result in peace. The
strategy of neutralizing contradictions and opposites in the idea of
“middle way” is one of those strategies that is based on fundamental
religious beliefs that influence concrete behavior that contributes to
peace. That “upright walk” in war and peace is only possible if freedom
is the greatest value to which man himself attaches importance, the
freedom by which he decides which empire he will please in continuous
conflicts that eat away at the soul of the man in himself, as well as in
group and intergroup conflicts.

Key words: religion, conflicts, non-violence, Godworshipers, Godfight-
ers
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THE SHARED MORAL VALUES IN ORTHODOXY
AND ISLAM - A BASIS FOR DIALOGUE AND
CONFLICT RESOLUTIN

Religion has been used many times throughout history to achieve polit-
ical goals. In international conflicts, many times the original teachings
of Christianity and Islam were distorted and selectively interpreted.
Today, amid the complex landscape of global disputes, religious affili-
ations often emerge as influential factors, shaping people’s individual
and collective perceptions, motivations, and actions. Hence, the dan-
ger of creating prejudices and imposing a religious ideology among
the members of different religious and ethnic communities is clearly
perceived, for which, in turn, one of the main reasons is insufficient
knowledge of one’'s own religion, as well as the religion of other ethnic
groups. With this, instead of being one of the bases for starting dia-
logue and overcoming disagreements, religion is more often a basis
for division and hatred.

This paper aims to highlight common moral values in Orthodox Christi-
anity and Islam, which is of particular importance in determining their
common characteristics, because they have a significant place in the
original teachings of both religions. The values imposed by Orthodox
Christianity and Islam are grounded in the Holy Books that form the
basis of the teachings for the two religions. Hence, through the de-
termination of the common moral values that have a significant place
in the teachings of the two religions, the commonality of one of the
most significant characteristics of the two religions is determined.
Benevolence, equity and moderation are determined as basic values
in Orthodox Christianity and Islam, and their characteristic manifesta-
tions are also indicated. When determining them as basic values in both
religions, the views of prominent theologians regarding the essential



values required by the specific religion, as well as their interpretation
of texts from the Bible and the Koran, are indicated.

Key words: conflict, religion, Orthodox Christianity, Islam, moral values
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THE SOCIAL BASIS OF THE DISPUTE BETWEEN
SERBIA AND ROMANIA REGARDING THE
DIOCESE OF DACIA FELIX

Geopolitical changes affect the behavior of the Romanian Ortho-
dox Church (ROC). In Moldova, there is a division between Metropol-
itanate of the ROC, and the majority Metropolitanate of the Mos-
cow Patriarchate. In Ukraine, the Orthodox Church of Ukraine accepted
the creation of a special vicariate for ethnic Romanians, with divine ser-
vice in the Romanian language. The ROC decided in 2024 to encourage
the creation of a separate church for ethnic Romanians in Ukraine. In
Serbia, the existing ROC Vicariate in Banat was transformed into a di-
ocese in 2001. This diocese was registered in the Ministry of Justice
in 2009, but one Rulebook, adopted by the Ministry of Religion, limit-
ed its activity to Vojvodina. Thus, a request by the Serbian Orthodox
Church was granted via an act by the state authorities.

Since 2009, the ROC has been establishing parishes and building tem-
ples south of the Danube. Its priests influence the Romanianization of
the Vlach population by dumping the prices of services. This is connect-
ed to the using of the minority Vlach/Romanian language, in worship
andin general. Serbia’s orientation towards close cooperation with the
government in Budapest reduced the possibility of Romania and the
ROC to influence the population south of the Danube.

Key words: Romanian Orthodox Church, Serbia, language
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CONFLICT IN THE BALKANS THROUGH THE
PRISM OF RELIGION - THE BASE OF THE
INVALUABLE VALUE OF PEACE

In the modern society, religious conflicts rarely occurin their pure form
and often have a political and ethnic form, content, and background.
This has been the cause of a significant change in the theoretical and
political reception of religion as a factor in social conflicts, so at the
end of the 20 century the essential question became that of the
relationship between religion and politics, religion and society. In the
initial causes, contents, and motives of the conflict on the territory
of the SFRY (Croatia, Bosnia, Kosovo and Metohija, Macedonia), the
religious component was slightly present. These conflicts were not
fought because of religion. Still, religion primarily served as the only
visible difference through which ethnically related peoples could ar-
ticulate deeper and more complex reasons for their conflicts more
easily. And after every conflict comes a truce (current state), or peace
(a more permanent state). Although three decades have passed, the
contemporary activities of peacebuilding, reconciliation, and dealing
with the past have been gaining importance today. We encounter prac-
tices of war veterans’ group visits to places of suffering, and places of
detention, marked (but also unmarked), regardless of who the victims
and who the perpetrators were. The culture of remembering the vic-
tims, regardless of ethnicity, and acknowledging the suffering of every
person is the primary function of those events. They are organized in
different environments, of different religions and cultures. They are
regularly accompanied by appropriate religious rites. Their goal is to
continuously point out the importance of the culture of dialogue and
tolerance in the context of growing national and religious affiliation.
And it is crucial to spread the message that every conflict can be over-
come, that diversity in faith is an asset, not a deficiency, and that peace
is an inestimable value.

Key words: conflict, reception of religion, culture of memory, victims,
dialogue and tolerance, peace



Danica Lazovi¢, Purdica Stankovié
Institute of Social Sciences
Belgrade, Serbia

HETEROGENEITY OF RELIGIOUS IDENTITIES AND
ITS INFLUENCE ON ETHNIC CONFLICTS IN THE
WESTERN BALKANS

The Western Balkans is a region inhabited by people of various faiths.
In the region, Orthodox Christian, Islamic and Roman Catholic reli-
gions are dominantly present among the population. The challenging
geopolitical position of this region is reflected through the historical
presence of great powers and their aspiration for influence, which had
asignificantimpact on changing the demographicimage of the region,
but also on mutual relations between the peoples of the region. The
complex history of mutual ethnic relations and the collective mem-
ory of historical conflicts between different ethno- religious groups
significantly affects the future of the peoples of the Western Balkans
and the possibility of their peaceful coexistence. The authors’ goal is
to answer the key research question: Are religious identities a possible
source of new ethnic conflicts in the area of Kosovo and Metohija and
Bosnia and Herzegovina?In order to answer the research question, the
authors will employ several methods: case study method, discourse/
content analysis and historical method.

Key words: Western Balkans; religious identity; ethnic conflicts; Bosnia
and Herzegovina; Kosovo and Metohija



Kjell Magnusson

Uppsala University (retired)
Uppsala, Sveden

RELIGION AND CONFLICT: THE WAR IN BOSNIA

The presentation will discuss the role of religion in the Bosnian conflict,
based on empirical data on the attitudes and behavior in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, collected by a sociological survey undertaken in 1999.
Due to a specific history, nation-building in former Yugoslavia was
largely determined by religious and cultural differences. Although
Bosniaks, Croats and Serbs spoke the same language, a common iden-
tity never developed. Therefore, religious affiliation was an obvious
identity-marker during the Bosnian war in the 1990s, and symbols of
religious heritage were also military targets. However, an important
question is to what extent religion — understood as individual religios-
ity — actually did shape people’s attitudes related to the conflict. For
example, were religious people more prone to nationalism and xeno-
phobia than others? The discussion will center on views on the break-
up of Yugoslavia and the atrocities occurring during the war, as well
as the character of the Bosnian state after Dayton. Besides descriptive
methods, structural equation modelling will be used.

Key words: religiosity, national identity, xenophobia, war, Bosnia
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PEACE, VIOLENCE AND THE SACRED:
WHAT CAN RELIGION DO?

This paper explores the role of religion in the context of peace and vio-
lence, particularly focusing on the problem of revenge in wartime con-
ditions and its connection to the concept of the sacred. It analyzes how
the concept of sacredness can complicate the control of revenge and
how religious principles can be utilized to channel violence towards
constructive goals. Additionally, it examines violence as an inherent
part of human nature and how religious doctrines and practices can
promote peace and suppress violence in society.

Violence is a complex phenomenon often associated with war and con-
flicts. One of the key challenges in managing violence is the control of
revenge, which can be extremely destructive and difficult to contain,
especially in wartime situations. Revenge is often associated with the
sacred, further complicating the process of peaceful resolution.

In wartime conditions, revenge can become a central motivator for
violence, and concepts such as territory, faith, or ethnic identity are
often associated with sacredness, intensifying the desire for revenge.
Religious doctrines can legitimize revenge and create deeply ingrained
behavioral patterns that hinder the achievement of peaceful conflict
resolution.

Violence is an inherent part of human nature, but religion can play a
crucial role in channeling that violence towards constructive goals. By
promoting values such as love, compassion, and forgiveness, religious
institutions can transform violent impulses into constructive activities
aimed at building peace and harmony in the society.

Key words: Violence, sacred, religion, tolerance, pluralism

* PhD candidate
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INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE:
A PATHWAY TO PEACE

Interreligious dialogue has emerged as a crucial and powerful tool
in the pursuit of peace, reconciliation, and social cohesion in diverse
societies. At its core, interreligious dialogue involves respectful and
open-minded communication that transcends religious boundaries,
allowing participants to explore shared values, common concerns, and
areas of collaboration. This abstract explores the multifaceted role
of interreligious dialogue in mitigating conflicts, promoting under-
standing, and building bridges between individuals and communities
of different faiths. Through an interdisciplinary approach, it examines
the theoretical frameworks underpinning interfaith engagement and
delves into case studies illustrating successful applications of inter-
religious dialogue in conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts
worldwide. Moreover, the abstract investigates the challenges and op-
portunitiesinherentin interfaith initiatives in post-conflict societies, in-
cluding the role of interreligious dialogue in healing and reconciliation
processes by facilitating truth-telling, forgiveness, and the rebuilding
of social cohesion. By bringing together survivors, perpetrators, and
bystanders from different religious backgrounds, dialogue initiatives
provide opportunities for acknowledging past injustices, addressing
grievances, and fostering empathy and reconciliation. By working to-
gether on common goals, religious communities can transcend divi-
sive narratives and build partnerships based on mutual respect and
solidarity. Through joint initiatives in humanitarian aid, community
development, and advocacy for human rights, interfaith efforts can
contribute significantly to the promotion of peace and reconciliation
at local, national, and international levels.

Key words: interreligious dialogue, faith, peace-building, reconcilia-
tion process, conflict resolution
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ANTROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY OF ISLAM:
DISCIPLINARY DISTINCTIONS ON A COMMON
GROUND

Sociology and anthropology have been researching Islam as a religion,
civilization and culture in their own distinct ways for more than a cen-
tury. For the purpose of the present paper, | will highlight a number
of key paradigms in the two disciplines, and delimit their similarities,
as well as differences, especially in the period after the postmodern
turn. | will start my analysis with the general assumption that sociolo-
gy focuses more on social structures, and anthropology primarily on
cultural meanings, while examining sociocultural phenomena related
to Islam and Muslims. The aim of this presentation will be to describe
the disciplinary specifics of the anthropology and sociology of Islam, as
well as the advantages and eventual limitations of their collaborative
integration within this extremely heterogeneous area of scientific
problems.

Key words: Islam, anthropology, sociology, postmodern turn, social
structure, cultural meaning






RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
AND ATTITUDE TOWARDS
WAR AND PEACE



Aleksandar Milankovi¢*
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PEACE EDUCATION AND THE THEOLOGY
CURRICULA IN THE REGION OF THE FORMER
YUGOSLAVIA

Examination of the curricula of the traditional religions theological fac-
ultiesin the former SFRY region indicates there are no courses explicit-
ly dedicated to the culture of peace. If present, these topics are mainly
covered incidentally by other subjects. We hold that peace education
in post-conflict societies should be an indispensable element of the
curricula of all theological faculties, through subjects focused on the
psychological, legal, ethical and spiritual dimensions of reconciliation
and peace building. Why? The culture of peace requires long-term ed-
ucational and social cultivation. Its transfer to social spontaneity easily
leads to marginalization, due to the “gravity” of war traumas, victories
or defeats. Religious communities have a tremendous influence on
societal beliefs, prejudices and stereotypes about parties in former
conflicts. The study of oral histories of war victims can enrich the ex-
periences of future teachers and priests in understanding existential
transformations in traumatic situations. The comparative study of con-
flicts in different societies can enrich the perspective of interreligious
cooperation. Finally, the metaphysical, ethical and axiological value of
peace and reconciliation are on the margins of public narratives, often
trivialized by media manipulations. By fostering peace education in
the curricula, religious communities can be influential advocates of an
authentic, non-trivial culture of peace.

Key words: reconciliation, peace building, religion, education
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EDUCATION, RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION AND
INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS

The article analyzes the interrelationship between the influence of var-
jous factors of people’s socialization — including their religiosity — and
their attitude towards international conflicts and their participation in
them. More specifically, the influence of the Bulgarian legislation, the
holiday system in the country, and actual discrimination are examined.
One of the conclusions is that, supported by religiosity, discrimination
against people of Muslim religion helps to stimulate social conflicts.
Cultivating disrespect for other religious systems and hatred for the
people who profess them, is a means of softening people’s negative
attitude towards using violence against such religious minority groups,
towards maintaining or initiating military conflicts.

Key words: Education, religion, discrimination, hatred, international
conflicts
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RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY OF IVAN ILYIN
(1883-1954) ON WAR, EMPIRE (AND FASCISM?)

Ivan Ilyin has been cherry picked for the role of official philosopher in
Russia. It may not be the final point in the Russian partition from liberal
democracy. Alexander Dugin (born 1962), a far more radical philoso-
pher, may be up a notch. Itis high time to reconsider military, religious,
ideological and political trends in Russia and the whole world in the
light of this transition. The most importantissue at the starkest display
is Fascism. Ilyin evidently was giving much credit to fascism of his time.
Some of his fellow émigré philosophers, most notably Berdyaev, were
accusing him not only of fascism, but also of playing into the hands
of Soviet special service — OGPU. His military ethics may be falling far
short of full-fledged Christian ethics of war and peace. He was and
enemy of Ukrainian self-determination. Nevertheless, Ilyin is no doubt
Christian, European and Russian religious philosopher while Dugin's
scores in these areas are dubious. The latest political developments
in Russia, may be regarded in the light of Ilyin's alleged fascism. Putin
and hisinner circle are positioning themselves as Christian redeemers.
The war in Ukraine was acclaimed by the Russian patriarch as a sacred
war in close affinity with Ilyin.

Key words: lvan Ilyin, Russian transition, Fascism, Christianity, Military
ethics



Becka lNoBuicka, Kpacumnpa MapyneBcka

HOro—3anaaHbin yueepcuteT ,Heodut Punckm”

Bnaroesrpag, bonrapus

DNNOCODCKME NMPO3PEHNS HUKOJIAS
BEPOSIEBA - MPOEKL MW B COBPEMEHHOM
NMPABOCJIABHOW OBLUMHE BOJITAPUN

CaMoe r1iaBHoe CyXXaeHne B NPaBOC/IaBMNM KaK PESTUTNKM 3aKIH04aeTCs
B TOM, 4YTO MPAaBOC/1IaBHbIM HE CTaHOBMULLLCA, M POXAaellbCa. DTO U
BaXXKHENLLNI BbIBO/ B TPYAAX BEJIMKOr0O pycckoro dunocoda Hnkonas
Bepanesa (1874-1948). Ero naen o npaBoC/1aBMM OKa3biBaOTCA Ypes-
Bbl4aNHO CBOEBPEMEHHbIMW 3Xe B TO BPEMS, B KOTOPOM Mbl XNBEM.
B 3TOM TEKCTE Mbl MLLIEM MPOEKLMM STVX NIEM Ha MPABOC/IaBHYO 0SLLW-
Hy Bonrapun B XXI Beke 1, B YaCTHOCTU, Ha HEKOTOPble pelleHna Mpa-
BOC/NaBHON LlepkBy B Bosnrapnmn. BoNbLUIMHCTBO M3 HMX HAaNOMMHAIOT
MNOMNTUKY, KOTOPAA MOXET C/IYKMTb NMPaBALLEN IMTE, HO OTXOANUT OT
npaBoCNaByMA 1 ero Tpaamumn. Miaen H. bepasesa noaTBepXXAatoT TOT
3K3UCTEHLMANbHbIA MUHUMYM, 63 KOTOPOro NPABOC/1aBME HE TOJIbKO
OTK/IOHAETCA OT ceds, HO 1 TepAeT CBO CneLnduKy BepoyYeHns u
pPennrnn. Mbl, MUPSIHE, HE MOXEM PaBHOAYLIHO HadMOAATb 33 3TUM
npoLLeccom, Beb 1 rocyapcTBo, M LepKOBb JOJIKHbI CJTY>KWTb HAPOAY.
MNpaBocaaBue BCTYMNAeT B CBOK NOCEAHION SUTBY, MOTOMY YTO OHO He
ABNAETCA penrnen MHAMBNAYaIbHOWM BEPbI, KaK MPOTECTAHTM3M, U He
ABNAETCA PENTMEN BNACTN N MEePAPXMN, KaK KaToNMum3Mm. o cioBam
Bepasesa, 3TO pennrma «<BHyTPEHHEN TPAANLIMW, TNTYPrMYHOCTM, KOH-
rperaumMoHanm3ama, cBodopl M 3CXaTos1ornm». CMOXEM Jiv Mbl BCE, Kak
NPaBOC/1aBHble, 3aLUTUTL NPABO ObITb TAKMMM 1 [0BEPUTLCA CBATOMY
Jyxy, NOCaHHbIN XPUCTOM Nocne BockpeceHns Kak AyX UCTUHbI?

KnroueBble C/10Ba: NPaBOC/IaBNe, BHYTPEHHAS TPaANLMA, IUTYPrny-
HOCTb, KOHTPEeraLumnoHaan3m, ceodoaa, 3CxaTosiorma
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AT THE BEGINNING OF CREATION

In addition to numerous reasons, the conflicts that exist today in the
everyday world can be the result of destruction that is reflected in
psychological and orthodox pathology. In psychological pathology,
man is a divided being from the beginning of his nativity: from the
first days he is dominated by ambivalence, then during his growing up
he later learns to love and create, but on the other hand to destroy.
Today, the rise in mentalillness is higher than ever before. In orthodox
pathology, today’s man is a man of various passions. Thus formed and
with everything he acquired in the primary family, he becomes a part
of the group and the nationality. In addition to the individual, many
groups today include inherent destructive processes. This paper dis-
cusses how to turn the destructive energy that exists in each individual
and in the group, very often manifested in conflicts that exist around
the world, such as centuries-old wars and social conflicts, into a new
creative energy that has existed since the Ffirst creation of the world.

Key words: conflicts, individual, group, society, creation
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MOPAJIbHO-3TUYECKME LEEHHOCTH

B PEJIUTMO3HOM OBPA30BAHWUU U UX
POJ1b B T'YMAHW3ALMW NEJAFOMMYECKOIO
MPOLLECCA B IETCKOM CALY Y HAYAJIbHOWM
LLIKOJIE

MopanbHO-3TUYEeCKNE N3MEPEHNA COLMANBHON PEeasibHOCTU, Yac-
TblO KOTOPOW Mbl ABJIAEMCSA, XaPaKTePU3YIOTCA AMHAMMNKON, KOTOPas
HaXoAMTCA NOA BJAMSHMEM PA3/INYHbIX OOBEKTUBHbBIX U CyObEKTYB-
HbIX GakTOpPOB. Pe3Knin Nporpecc B pa3suTNN COBPEMEHHOTO MMPA
yXe B TpeTbeM Aecatnnieti XXI Beka [oKa3biBaeT HeoOX0ANMOoCTb
OMMPAaTbCS HA HEeMpesoXHble YenoBevyeckme LeHHOCTL. 3To Cnocod
NMPOTNBOCTOATb Pa3pylLnNTe/IbHbIM CN/1IaM MeXTNYHOCTHbLIX N MeX-
[NYHAPOAHbIX KOHPMKTOB, MPECTYNHOCTM M Oe3yXOBHOCTN. TOJIbKO
TaK MOXHO MOCTPOUTbL MNPaBWJIbHble CTPaTernn 3bPeKTMBHOro Nno-
BeAEHNS B yC/TIOBUAX HEMPeACKa3zyeMblx MOBOPOTOB Pa3BUTUSA JNY-
HocTu 1 odulecTBa B LesoM. C 0COObIM BHUMAHMEM B HACTOALLEM
[OK13[e PaCCMaTPMBAKOTCA KOHKPETHbIE COAEPKATENbHbIE M MpoLec-
CyasibHO-TeXHoorn4Yeckne ocodeHHOCTN pesirno3Horo odpasoBaHma
AeTen AOWKOMbHOrO M MAAZLWEro WKObHOro Bo3pacTa. Lienb — pac-
KPbITb 06pa30BaTe/IbHbIV 1 PA3BMBAIOLLMI MOTEHLUMAS PENTNO3HbIX
LEeHHOCTEN ANA r'yMaHN3aumMmn NeJarormyeckoro npoLecca.

KnroueBble C/10Ba: Pe/IMIMo3HOe 0OPa30BaHMe, 3TUKA, MOPaJib, MO-
PaIbHO-3TMYECKME LIeHHOCTW, TYMaHN3aLMA NeJarornieckoro npo-
Lecca.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AS AN ELEMENT OF THE
PROFESSIONAL CULTURE AND TRAINING OF
SOCIAL PEDAGOGUES

The paper analyses the relationship between religious education and
the professional training of social pedagogues. The primary research
method is a content analysis of the curricula in higher education, spe-
cifically in the field of social pedagogy, with the aim of differentiating
courses of study that are conducive to enriching the professional cul-
ture of social educators.

Key words: religious education, professional training, social peda-
gogue, tolerance, curriculum
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BUILDING MORAL VALUES AMONG PRIMARY
EDUCATION STUDENTS IN THE PROCESS OF
STUDYING RELIGION

The report represents pedagogical and moral-ethical problems related
to the teaching of religion in the initial stage of primary education in
the Bulgarian educational system. The results of an empirical study
were analyzed, which aims to reveal the current state and tendencies
in the implementation of the overall educational activity of religion
teachersin primary school classes, as well as the moral attitude of the
Bulgarian younger generation towards the Christian teaching. The
subject of analysis is also the educative potential of the education-
al content, as well as the specific pedagogical and methodological
features of the religious education. A special attention is paid to the
role of the family in the complex process of the overall education of
modern child and to the building of his/her spiritual and moral essence.

Key words: religious education, Christian teaching, moral values, moral
education
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COMMUNITY AND EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT FOR
REFUGEE CHILDREN IN BULGARIA

The refugee waves passing through Bulgaria are part of the country’s
history, given that the country is on a route to Western Europe. In re-
cent years, we have witnessed a constant migration of people coming
from nearby or distant countries where there are conflicts of various
kinds. The ongoing conflicts, leading to the flight of families and indi-
viduals, and consequently to some of them remaining on the territory
of Bulgaria, raise the serious question of their integration into the
society. One of the main ways to make this happen is to use community
and educational support mechanisms, both for refugee children and
their parents or relatives. The aim of this article is, on the one hand, to
outline the national policy for the protection of refugee children and,
on the other, to clarify the practical possibilities for support through
social services and educational inclusion at the local level. Within the
study, the views of professional foster carers highlight the capacity
of the protection system to respond adequately to unaccompanied
refugee children. The consultation of educational professionals con-
firms the need for inclusion, through involvement in the educational
process of the country.

Key words: community support, educational support, refugee chil-
dren, Bulgaria, foster parents
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THE EFFECTS OF RELIGIOSITY PATTERNS AND
MIGRATION PROCESS ON YOUNG STUDENTS
IN MRC NIH MALTA

The characters of young people created by Charles Dickens in his nov-
els have become household names in world literature. Translations
from the original English have made characters such as Oliver Twist
and David Copperfield from the eponymous novels, or Pip from Great
Expectations popular even in countries where English is not widely
spoken. These characters lived in a time of social, economic, and po-
litical upheaval in Great Britain. Dickens' style of imaginative urban
reporting, managed to bring to the forefront of the political agenda of
the time, the widespread exploitation and even abuse of children and
young people. Although the prevailing zeitgeist of the time excluded
the stage that is today usually referred to as adolescence, the novels
by Dickens managed to convey how unjustly young people were being
treated. People became more sensitive to the needs of youth. Their
rights to education, to play, or to being protected from unscrupulous
employers became more acceptable. This led to legislation that im-
proved their lives.

Writers such as Dickens, Baudelaire, Hugo, Mayhew, spurred a debate
that ultimately led to the development of a new demographic concept,
the concept of adolescence. First used by G. Stanley Hall, the term is
generally assumed to refer to the years between 13 and 19 years of
age. He also identified this stage in life as the time of storm and stress.
The students attending the Migrant Induction Hub in Malta, from aca-
demicyears of 9 to 11, fall within the parameters of this classification,
since their age ranges from thirteen to sixteen. If one assumes that
storm and stress, affects the lives of adolescents even under routine
and average circumstances, it is plausible to argue that migrating from
one's home country to another is bound to increase the element of
instability in the adolescent. Such instability is even greaterin those in-
stances, which seem to be majority of the cases, where the adolescent
is not consulted by the parents/guardians regarding moving to another
country. Emigration can therefore add to the already high doses of



storm and stress that the adolescent already faces in this stage of his/
her life. A person facing trauma can react in ways that span a spectrum
of emotions ranging from dejection to anxiety, from a feeling of help-
lessness to aggression. It is pertinent at this stage to ask if religiosity
can offer to adolescents a sense of stability and spiritual wellbeing
to address the issues raised by periods of change and uncertainty.
My study will therefore gather evidence in relation to the following:
Emigration is necessarily a time of upheaval: does religiosity among
adolescents present a point of reference in their lives in the country
of destination? This research question will be addressed by using a
quantitative approach that will focus on establishing the religiosity
patterns of the students when they were still residing in their countries
of origin and their behavior once they started residing in Malta. Since
the Migrant Induction Hub is a multi-faith learning environment, the
study will also establish the impact of this environment on the religi-
osity of the students.

Key words: religion, faith, stress, behavior, migrants, Malta, country
of origin
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THE ABUSES OF RELIGION IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR POWER

Contemporary atheist Richard Dawkins has relegated the realm of
religion to delusion, but agrees that by the term delusion he doesn't
necessarily mean that it is bad. Most times, it is benign (good): Like the
pilgrims at Lourdes or Medugorje where he went to do a documentary
on what happened at such places. What Dawkins and the sceptics are
afraid of is that this ‘delusion’ of religion can turn catastrophic, as is
evidenced by the clashes in the Holy Land in the middle-ages between
Christians and Muslims (the crusades), as well as the clashes between
Muslims and Jews in the same land today (the new crusades).

For indeed Dawkins is right to say that to an impartial and atheist ob-
server, when Muslims invoke Allah to fight Christians who invoke the
Trinity to fight over the piece of Land which coincidentally happens
to be of maximum importance to all three monotheistic religions, is
strange and religion can easily be blamed for this. But we can’'t remove
religion from man argues Karl Rahner (Theologian) because, as he ar-
gues, human openness to transcendence is a priori not a posteriori to
man. In other words, you can’t remove God from man. This is evidenced
by archaeological, historical, sociological, and anthropological studies
of man across the millennia starting from the Neolithic man which
built numerous Neolithic Temples in Malta, to contemporary studies
of man and religion in Malta which happens to be primarily Christian,
but due to the Gig Economy and multiculturalism introduced lately,
has experienced an increase in Muslims and Hindu emigrating there.

Key words: Abuse, Religion, Delusion, War, Man
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EUROPEAN INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTS
AGAINST ANTISEMITISM

From the centuries-old religiously-based hatred towards Jews, in mod-
ern times, political intolerance has remained in the form of construct-
ed representation of Jews who hiddenly strive “to rule the world”. In
Europe, one of the answers is the consensual adoption of documents
against anti-Semitism. The analysis of international documents makes
it possible to differentiate what is and what is not anti-Semitism, and
separate anti-Semitism from anti-Israelism, anti-Zionism, anti-Judaism
and thus enables the practical application of public communications, as
well as sanctioned anti-Semitic acts. The beginning of the international
legal response against anti-Semitism was the Stockholm Declaration
from 2000, the founding document of the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance, which states that humanity is still scarred by
anti-Semitism and xenophobia and thus the international community
has a responsibility to fight against these evils. The Stockholm Declara-
tion was created in that spirit.In 2017, the European Parliament adopt-
ed the Resolution on combating antisemitism. In the same year, the
ODIHR's practical guide Understanding Anti-Semitic Hate Crimes and
Addressing the Security Needs of Jewish Communities was published.
The most comprehensive is the EU Strategy on Combating Antisemi-
tism and Fostering Jewish Life (2021-2030), which contains three di-
rections of action, preventing and combating all forms of antisemitism,
protecting and fostering Jewish life in the EU, as well as education,
research and Holocaust remembrance. This strategy provides legal and
political instruments to fight against all forms of hatred, discrimination
and racism, but it is also an important part of the EU’s efforts to be a
leading force in the global fight against anti-Semitism.

Key words: IHRA, working definition of anti-Semitism, Stockholm
Declaration, EU Parliament Resolution on combating anti-Semitism,
Practical guide on Understanding Anti-Semitic Hate Crimes
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REINCARNATION THEORY AS A LICENSE TO KILL?

The introduction to the Bhagavad Gita speaks of animpending war be-
tween two neighboring peoples. The king's son and army commander
Arjuna hesitates to enter the war due to prosocial or conscientious
reasons. But his charioteer Krishna, who is an incarnation of the god
Vishnu, ultimately motivates Arjunah to go to war through the reli-
gious theory of reincarnation. In the first two chapters of the Bhagavad
Gita, the army commander Arjuna seems to come closer to the biblical
ideal of love of neighbor and enemy than Krishna. This example from
a Hindu holy book shows how holy books of world religions have been
able to legitimize wars between nations throughout world history.
This war-motivating ideology was not only used in ancient times, but
also in the 19t century.

Key words: Reincarnation, Bhagavad Gita, Hinduism, religious war
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RISKS AND IMPLICATIONS OF ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE USAGE

At the time of conflicts flaring up in different parts of the world, the
potential and actual dangers caused by the developed artificial intelli-
gence (Al) are also a worrying factor. Al is a technology that comes with
serious and hard-to-predict risks for which society is not sufficiently
prepared. This paper delves into the entangled aspects of the problem,
such as the theological and sociological ones. Such a discourse over-
comes technological determinism with the aim of revealing directions
for deeper ontological and epistemological research. Relying on such
insights, the paper examines the ethical implications of the artificial
intelligence potential to challenge the fundamental principles of hu-
man being. Social disturbances and transformations caused by the
pervasive influence of artificial intelligence on work, management
and interpersonal dynamics are analyzed. The merger of religious and
sociological discourse is emphasized, and also the designing of holistic
understanding of moral imperatives and social limitations that should
be a part of the artificial intelligence mastery.

Key words: Artificial Intelligence, Society, Ethics, Danger, Risks
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R. DANEEL, ELIJAH, JEZEBEL ET AL. IN THE
CAVES OF STEEL: BIBLICAL (RE) INTERPRETATION
AND APPLICATION IN ISAAC ASIMOV'’S NOVEL

Dr. Isaac Asimov (Ph.D. in Chemistry from Columbia University, 1948)
was both a great science-fiction writer and a valued contributor to
the world of science. He wrote dozens of topical books on the sub-
jects ranging from the Bible to Human Metabolism, coined the world
“Robotics” and invented the three laws of it which have also been
“the essential guiding principles of a good many of the world'’s ethical
systems”.

In his novel The Caves of Steel (1953) Asimov outlines “what is yet to
be"” projecting “the history of the future” (Walt Whitman). He shows
the overpopulated Earth which is running out of uranium and other
essential resources and the social conflict that is consequently brewing
in the “caves of steel”. To make the matter worse, the Spacers (humans
that were born on the colonized planets) undermine Earth’s social
order by the widespread introduction of robots. As a result, even qual-
ified humans lose their jobs and get “declassified”. The revolution (or
even the war) is about to break out, but the situation is saved by “two
strong men that come from the ends of the earth” (Rudyard Kipling):
self-learning and highly advanced R[obot!] Daneel Olivaw (represent-
ing Spacers) and Elijah Baley, a detective from the New York City Police
Department. Unlike his famous namesake (Eliyahu ha-navi), Elijah Baley
is not only courageous and moral, but also enduring and flexible. His
hermeneutics made Jezebel Navodny (“on the waters”, Russian) his
loyal wife and R. Daneel, a Spacer par excellence, his friend.

The conflicts (and their resolutions) described by Dr. Asimov can
change from fiction to fact and that is why they are worthy of schol-
ars’ attention.

Key words: Isaac Asimov, Biblical (re)interpretation, C/Fe, Laws of
Robotics, social conflict
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SOCIO-CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS OF
INDIGENOUS AND VISITING YOUTH WITH
NON-TRADITIONAL RELIGIOSITY (ON THE
EXAMPLE OF STUDENTS)

In 2022, employees of the Department of Ethnodemographic, Reli-
gious and Integration Processes of the IDI FNITS RAS conducted soci-
ological studies in Moscow, the Belgorod Region and the Republic of
Tyva. Two typological groups have been formed.

The First typological group with unconventional religiosity was built
on indicators of unconventional religious consciousness and religious
behavior (“practitioners”). The second typological group was built only
on indicators of non-traditional religious consciousness (“non-prac-
ticing”). Survey data in the analysis of typological groups recorded
a certain impact of non-traditional religiosity on the orientation of
student social orientations:

1. In the field of national relations, Moscow and Belgorod students
in “practicing” groups were slightly more tolerant of interethnic mar-
riages compared to the “non-practicing” group. At the same time, in
Moscow, the level of tolerance for interethnic marriages in both typo-
logical groups was much lower compared to the typological groups of
the Belgorod region and Tuva. In the studied regions, groups of “practi-
tioners” had more benevolent perceptions of interreligious marriages
than “non-practitioners”. 2. It should be noted that Moscow students
(indigenous people and migrants) mainly planned to emigrate Russia
and go to another country. In the Belgorod region and Tuva, in typolog-
ical groups, students preferred internal migration, choosing to move
to another region or metropolis.

Monitoring studies shows that students with non-traditional religious
ideas are young people trying to achieve spiritual self-improvement
and find solutions to many worldview problems. Young students, pos-
sessing the desire to obtain extensive knowledge, are trying, through
studies of Eastern and non-traditional religions, to open a way to learn-
ing the essence of the world and achieving an internal harmony with it.

Key words: non-traditional religiosity, religion, youth, migration
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MIGRATION AND SOCIO-POLITICAL
ORIENTATIONS OF RELIGIOUS AND
NON-RELIGIOUS STUDENTS IN THE REGIONS
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

One of the factors of the demographic crisis in Russia is an uncon-
trolled migration process causing the outflow of the younger genera-
tion of Russian citizens. The emigration of the most active part of the
population is a problem, as it leads to national security risks. To study
the problem, a sociological study was carried out in 2022, among stu-
dents in Moscow, the Republic of Tyva, and the Belgorod region of the
Russian Federation by the Institute of Physics and Technology of the
Russian Academy of Sciences.

Two typologies were formed in terms of indicators: attitudes towards
religion and atheism: “religious”/“non-religious” and attitudes towards
projective emigration: “settled”/“regional migrants”/“emigrants”.
Based on the set goal, the migration, socio-political orientations and
value attitudes of these typological groups were determined.

Comparative analysis of typologies showed:

« students of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation are
more secularized compared to young people in general;

« the highest level of religiosity is among Tuva students. The second
position belongs to the students of the Belgorod region. Moscow
students are the most secularized: 1.5 times more “non-religious”
than “religious” students;

« socio-political positions and assessments of the groups of “reli-
gious” and “settled” students largely coincide. They are distin-
guished by large shares of positive assessments in relation to: state
policy, religious organizations, greater patriotism and optimistic
sentiments on the revival of Russia;



- religious, socio-economic, political and value positions of the
groups of “non-religious” and “emigrants” are also close. They
are more concerned about socio-economic problems, to a much
lesser extent they are proud of belonging to Russian citizens, and
are more critical of the possibility of a process of uniting peoples
around Russia. The ideological and patriotic values, from the point
of view of these groups, do not play a significant role in the life of
a society.

The studies show that the religious representations of young people
directly related to religious traditions and spiritual and moral values
play a significant role in the patriotic, civic position in relation to Rus-
sian society and the state.

Key words: Religiosity, emigration, migration, student body, student
body, typological groups, indigenous population
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A PORTRAIT OF THE PATRIARCH:
+PORFIRIJE IN ONLINE MEDIA DISCOURSE

Patriarch +Porfirije has ascended to the throne of the Serbian Ortho-
dox Church at a time of increasing geopolitical tensions caused by the
war in Ukraine and mirrored in the ‘culture wars’ of the post-socialist,
post-secular, post-non-aligned Serbia. Relatively young and well versed
in popular culture, he is the first patriarch to have an online presence
on various social media. In three short years, his words and actions
have occasioned a surprisingly substantial volume of commentary,
much of it difficult to neatly classify. In this paper | hope to offer a
short overview of the representation and reception of the figure of
the new Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Churchin online media dis-
course with special regard to how it features in the symbolic struggles
surrounding identity.

Key words: Serbian Orthodox Church, symbolic struggles, religio-sex-
ual nationalism, sexuality and gender, media discourse analysis



Cepreu Jlebepes, JliogMuna LLlanoBanoBa

Benropoackmii rocyiapCTBEHHbIN HALMOHAIbHbIN MCCe0BaTebCKIM
yHMBEpCHTeT

Benropog, Poccnsa

K KOHLUEMUNN BUTATbHOCTW PEJIUT NN
B COBPEMEHHOM MWPE

CeroaHsaLIHMe 06CTOATENbCTBA, KOrAa, no caosam I1. J1. Beprepa, Mup
BHOBb OKa3bIBAETCA «APOCTHO PEINTMO3€EH», CTaBAT Nepen CoLnaib-
HOW HayKo 60J1bLLe BONPOCOB, YEM AAKOT OTBETOB. [oXKanyi, r1aBHbIN
«HepB» NPObJIEMHOMN CUTYALMN 1N BbITEKAIOLLETO N3 HEE KOMIIeKCa
nccnenoBaTesibCkix Npobiem 3aKk/o4aeTcss B HeonpeaeiéHHOCTH
nepcrneKkT1BblI OTHOLIEHNS MeXAY PeIUIMen N TeEM AONTOBPEMEHHbIM
N KapAWHaAbHbIM MO FybMHEe MeraTpeHa0M COLMAbHbIX M3MEHEHUIA
NOCNEeAHNX TPEX CTONETNI, KOTOPbIM NMOAYYNS HA3BAHME «MTPOEKTA
MopaepHa». ByayT v pennrns n peIMrmo3HoCTb B CBOEM MENHCTPUME
a[anTMpoBaThca K CHOOPMMPOBAHHON MOZEepPHOM MATpULIE COLMaNb-
HbIX OTHOLLIEHWNI, B flyxe Be6epOBCKOro «MpuUCnocob/ieHns K MUpPY»,
NN Xe 0aOyT XKM3HeCnoCcobHble 1 BMATE/IbHbIE naen eé TpaHchop-
Maunn? Ceenétcs v, BO BTOPOM C/ly4yae, 3TO TpaHchopMumpytoLlee
B/IMSHME K apXan3aLin MOAEPHbIX OBLLECTB, MK Xe NMOMOXEeT Hali-
TN «TECHbIW MyTb» MPOPbLIBHOIO PA3BUTUS, MHTEMPUPYIOLLETO SyYllne
KYJIbTYPHbIe 1 06LLeCTBEHHbIe AOCTUXEHNA HACTOALLLEro M MPOLLIOro?
N Kakne MMeHHO KOMBMHALUMW MAEeN, MPaKTUK 1 BO3MOXHOCTen byayT
CNocobCTBOBATL 1 COMYTCTBOBATb Pa3HbIM NMYTAM COLIMASIbHOM 3BOJIHO-
UMW B YCJIOBUAX KMHOXECTBEHHbIX COBPEMEHHOCTEN»?

B TeopeTnyeckom n MeTof4o/I0rM4eCckoMm MnjaHe HamM nNpeacTasaseT-
CA NepPCNeKTUBHbIM 3BPUCTUYECKNIM MOTEHLMAT NCMONb3YyEMOro M.
Bnaroesnyem (Cepbua) koHLeNTa “BUTa/IbHOCTL penurnn”. Coumono-
rmyeckoe BMAEHWE BMTA/IbHOCTN PeINrM B KOHTEKCTE NepCcrnekTmB
hOPMMPOBAHNA PENTMO3HON CMTYaLMK B MUpe MoJlepHa CBSA3aHO
C Pa3BUTMEM B3aMMOAENCTBMA PEINTNO3HON KOMMOHEHTbI COLNY-
Ma C €€ CMCTEMHbIM KOHTEKCTOM. NPMMEHNTENBHO K 3H3YMTENIbHOM
4YaCTM KMHOXECTBEHHbIX COBPEMEHHOCTENY, BKJIHOYAsA POCCUMINCKY!HO,
3TOT BOMPOC MOXET ObITb MOCTAB/IEH B KJIHOYE PEBUTAIM3ALMN pe-
NN, B TOM AN NHOW Mepe 0c/1abeHHON MOAEPHM3ALNOHHbIMM
N3MEeHeHMAMU. BUTaNbHOCTb pennrnn npeaaaraeTcs pacCMaTpmBaTh
Yyepes BOBIEYEHHOCTb B HEE COLIMOKYIbTYPHbIX akTMBOB (coLmanb-
HOro MOTEHLMA/A) B paMKaX MCCeayeMoro dparMeHTa CoLmnanbHOM



PeasibHOCTN 1 ONpeaenaTb No KpUTEpPUIO aAanTUPOBAHHOCTM K YC/10-
BMAM BMELLAIOLLEro COLUMOKYbTYPHOrO KOHTEKCTA. B cBOO ovepeasb,
MepcneKkTUBHYIO aAanTaLmio K KOHTEKCTam no3saHent CoBpeMeHHOoCTH,
XapaKTEPU3YIOLLYIO BUTA/IbHOCTb PESIMTNM Ha YPOBHE COLIMYMa, Nnpes-
JlaraeTca onpeaesaTtbh 4epes COOTBETCTBME MPOABIAEHUIA Peanrnm
KOMIeKCY ANCTMO3MLNIA MAaCCOBOMO CO3HAHMSA, 33Aa0LLNX OCHOBHbIE
KPUTEPUN PENNTK, KOTOPAA Moria Bbl ChOpMMPOBATL MHTErpasib-
HbI MeMHCTPUM ByayLero obLiectsa. Peyub NAET 0 NPeanofoXmTe b
HO YCTONYMBbIX [O/ITOBPEMEHHbIX YCTAHOBKAX, 0OYC0BMBAIOLLIMX
BO3MOXHOCTb MPUHATNA COBPpEMEHHbIM 4e/TOBEKOM PEeNTNTNO3HbIX
CMbIC/IOXKM3HEHHbIX OpNEHTMPOB be3 yuiepba ans ero coumnanmsa-
LMW 1 YPOBHSA KY/IbTYPbl CO0BLLECTBA. K TAKMM MeanbHO-TUMNYECKUM
0XWNAAHVAM, ONpefenaLmM coiepxkaHme, Gopmy 1 NepcnekTUBHYO
JIOTUKY Pa3BUTUA «Penrnm ByayLLero» B NepBom NpubINXKeHUIN cie-
[lyeT OTHECTU: «IyXOBHOCTb», Kak CTPEMJIEHNE K MAeasly 0CO3HAHHOIO
PaAMKaNbHOIO MOCTMATEPMANN3MA, pedIeKCMBHOCTb KakK OCMbIC/IEH-
HbI BbIGOP PEINMIMO3HON NAEHTUYHOCTN HA OCHOBE 06BEKTUBMPOBAH-
HOro «06pasza pennrnm» U «kKOHCTPYMPOBAHME TPAANLMNY, 3HAYMMbIMU
CBOMCTBaMM KOTOPOWM NPeACcTaBAAOTCA MHTENEKTYAIN3M N OPUEHTa-
LA Ha NpnopunTeT YesnoBevyeCknx OTHOLLEHNN.

Knrouesble €/10Ba: BMTaIbHOCTb penmnrim, Mo3aHnin MoaepH, AyxoB-
HOCTb, pedIeEKCNBHOCTb, KOHCTPYMPOBAHME TPAANLNN
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FEHETWUYECKME BbI3OBbI KAK BOMPOCHI
BMO3TMYECKOIO 3HAHWS: MPABOCJIABHbIN
B3rnsg

B AaHHOM CTaTbe pacCMaTPUBAIOTCA BOMPOChI MPUMEHEHNS TeHeTU-
Yyeckom Tepanunmu, reHeTMYeckon ANarHOCTVKM U TeHEeTUYeCKoro pe-
[aKTMPOBAHWSA YesioBeKa B ANCKYPCE MPaBOC/IABHOIO MOHMMAHWSA
[IaHHOM NpobeMbl. BMeLIaTeIbCTBO B BHYTPEHHMIN COCTAB Ye/T0BeKa
M NCMOJ/Ib30BaHME TeXHOIOMMM FeHHOTO PeaKTMPOBAHNSA, HAMPSAMYIO
ABNSETCS Yrpo301 NHAMBNAYANBHOCTM M HEMOBTOPUMOCTI KaXJOoro
yesioBeka. Takoe MNoJIoXeHve e, Npex e BCero Bbi3blBaeT HACTOPO-
XEHHOCTb 061ecTBa. C CTPEMUTE/IbHBIM POCTOM M PA3BUTHEM COBPE-
MEHHbIX BMOMEANUMHCKNX TEXHOIOTMK, BCE OCTPEE CTOMNTL BOMPOC
3TUYECKOTO OCMbIC/IEHMS BCEX TEXHOIOTMYECKMX NMPOLLECCOB KOTOPbIE
MMeIoT NPAMOe OTHOLLIEHWE K YeI0BEKY, ero AOCTOMHCTBY M Ka4ecTBy
€ro XM3HK, a Takxke K AyXoBHOW 6e30MaCHOCTM M lyXOBHOM LIe/10CT-
HOCTW YesioBeka.

Knrouesble cnoBa: 6103TVKa, MpaBoC/aBue, reHHasA Tepanusa, reHHas
OMArHOCTMKA, 3THNKA
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THE CONNECTION OF THE MODERN USER WITH
MEDIA IN THE ERA OF DIGITAL CAPITALISM
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF CONFORMIST
BEHAVIOR - SPIRITUALITY AS EMOTIONAL
STABILITY

The roots of human tendency toward socialization are very deep and
layered. Throughout the history of mankind, social skills have signifi-
cantly influenced the development of humans in cognitive, emotional,
and even physical (organic sense) — the human desire for connection,
association, and belonging has largely determined the course of hu-
man progress. Digital media mark an era of unification and globaliza-
tion, but also an era of participation, fragmentation, and fragmented
virtual reality — the consumer is becoming an increasingly active link
in the information and communication system! New media, through
demassification and personalization, are shaping an increasingly active
individual who participates (un)critically in the “newly created media
reality”; in accordance with the content, pages, and topics tailored to
their needs, desires, and interests. His competence, education, and
communication skills are increasingly coming to the forefront. Howev-
er, simultaneously, alongside digital literacy, emotional literacy plays
an important role in understanding new media content. It also marks
his social orientation towards other users in the digital arena. In my
paper, | willendeavor to determine how the modern media user adopts
conformist patterns, how theirinner resolve — spirituality as emotional
maturity and intellectual adaptability — helps maintaining a utilitarian
environment within their community. | will explore the negative and
positive social behaviors of the modern individual in the consumerist,
hyper-consumption environment imposed by capitalism.

Key words: media, conformism, spirituality, emotions, digitization

* A doctoral student at the Faculty of Philosophy in Ni3, studying in the Media and Society program,
and a group psychotherapist under supervision.
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The Forum for Religious Issues (FOREL) is a research
group at the Institute of Social Sciences that explores
contemporary religion from an interdisciplinary perspective
by bringing together researchers from the Institute of
Social Sciences and external scholars from the fields of
sociology, philosophy, anthropology, political and legal
studies. The Forum informs the scientific and general public
about its findings based on research evidence, and organizes
international scientific meetings, conferences, roundtables,
and panel discussions.

Center for Sociological and Anthropological Research spe-
cializes in the fields of sociology, gender studies, sociology
of religion, political sociology, and political anthropology.
The Center has a long tradition of research in the sociolo-
gy of religion and religious studies, focusing on religion in
post-conflict and post-transitional societies, secularization
and desecularization, religious identity, and religious organ-
izations.
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